
 
 

Background about the Book – Flipped 

Juli Baker flipped the first time she met Bryce Loski. She was in second grade, and Bryce had 

just moved in across the street. Here's how she describes it: “I chased Bryce up the walkway, and 

that's when everything changed. You see, I caught up to him and grabbed his arm, trying to stop 

him so maybe we could play a little before he got trapped inside, and the next thing I know, he's 

holding my hand, looking right into my eyes. My heart stopped. It just stopped beating.... I 

almost got my first kiss that day. I'm sure of it." 

Bryce remembers things a little differently. "I heard her coming after me but I couldn't believe it. 

Maybe it just sounded like she was chasing me; maybe she was really going the other way. But 

before I got up the nerve to look, she blasted right past me, grabbing my arm and yanking me 

along. This was too much. I planted myself and was about to tell her to get lost when the 

weirdest thing happened. I was making this big windmill motion to break away from her, but 

somehow on the downswing my hand wound up tangling into hers. I couldn't believe it. There I 

was, holding the mud monkey's hand!" 

And that's the way things were from 2nd grade until 7th: Juli crazy about Bryce; Bryce trying to 

avoid Juli. But by 8th grade, everything's flipped. Bryce says, "I'd spent so many years avoiding 

Juli Baker that I'd never really looked at her, but now I couldn't stop." And Juli says, "I felt a 

cold, hard knot tighten in my heart. I was through with Bryce Loski."What has caused this 

drastic change? Will Bryce and Juli ever be a couple? 
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About the Author 

 

   Biography 

  Books have always been a part of Wendelin Van Draanen's life. Her 

mother taught her to read at an early age, and she has fond memories of 

story time with her father, when she and her brothers would cuddle up 

around him and listen to him read stories.  

 

Growing up, Van Draanen was a tomboy who loved to be outside 

chasing down adventure. She did not decide that she wanted to be an 

author until she was an adult. When she tried her hand at writing a 

screenplay about a family tragedy, she found the process quite cathartic 

and from that experience, turned to writing novels for adults. She soon 

stumbled upon the joys of writing for children. 

She lives in California with her husband and two sons. Her hobbies include the “Three R‟s”: 

Reading, Running and Rock „n‟ Roll. 

 

  

Reviews – Flipped 

From School Library Journal 

Van Draanen has another winner in this eighth-grade "he-said, she-said" romance told in 

alternating chapters by two teens who describe how their feelings change about themselves and 

each other. The first time Juli Baker saw Bryce Loski, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he 

ran. That was in second grade. Not much changes until eighth grade, when Juli's enthusiastic 

infatuation wanes just as Bryce's begins to kick in. Like the author's intelligent, gutsy, quirky 

heroine Sammy Keyes, Juli is fresh, distinctive, and different. After raising chickens for a 

science-fair experiment, she can't bear to part with "her girls," and begins an egg business. When 

she learns that Bryce, fearful because her yard is so unclean, has been throwing out the free eggs 

she has been giving his family for two years, she is devastated and begins to see him in a new 

light. At the same time, Bryce learns that Juli's family's devoted care of her mentally challenged 

uncle is what makes them seem poor. Right from the upside-down chick on the book's cover, 

there's lots of laugh-out-loud egg puns and humor in this novel. There's also, however, a 

substantial amount of serious social commentary woven in, as well as an exploration of the 

importance of perspective in relationships. Well-rounded secondary characters keep subplots 

rolling in this funny, fast-paced, egg-cellent winner. 



 
 

From Publishers Weekly 
Two distinct, thoroughly likable voices emerge in Van Draanen's (the Sammy Keyes series) 

enticing story, relayed alternately by eighth graders Bryce and Juli. When Juli moved in across 

the street from Bryce, just before second grade, he found the feisty, friendly girl overwhelming 

and off-putting, and tried to distance himself from her but then eighth grade rolls around. Within 

the framework of their complex, intermittently antagonistic and affectionate rapport, the author 

shapes insightful portraits of their dissimilar families. Among the most affecting supporting 

characters are Bryce's grandfather, who helps Juli spruce up her family's eyesore of a yard after 

Bryce makes an unkind remark about the property, and Juli's father, a deep-feeling artist who 

tries to explain to his daughter how a painting becomes more than the sum of its parts. Juli 

finally understands this notion after she discovers the exhilaration of sitting high in a beloved 

tree in her neighborhood ("The view from my sycamore was more than rooftops and clouds and 

wind and colors combined"). Although the relationship between Bryce's grandfather and his own 

family remains a bit sketchy, his growing bond with Juli is credibly and poignantly developed. A 

couple of coincidences are a bit convenient, but Van Draanen succeeds in presenting two entirely 

authentic perspectives on the same incidents without becoming repetitious. With a charismatic 

leading lady kids will flip over, a compelling dynamic between the two narrators and a resonant 

ending (including a clever double entendre on the title), this novel is a great deal larger than the 

sum of its parts. Ages 10-14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Read Alikes – Flipped 

    The Wanderer by Sharon Creech  

    Everything on a Waffle by Polly Horvath 

    Regarding the Fountain: A Tale, in Letters, of Liars and Leaks by Kate Klise  

    Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman  

   The Princess Diaries by Meg Cabot  

   www.multcolib.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.multcolib.org/


 
 

Discussion Questions: Flipped 

1. Bryce's grandfather says about Juli, "Some of us get dipped in flat, some in satin, some in 

gloss.... But every once in a while you find someone who's iridescent, and when you do, 

nothing will ever compare." What makes Juli iridescent?  
 

2. Why do Bryce and Juli's feelings for each other flip? Has your opinion about someone 

ever flipped?  
 

3. Would you prefer to live in Bryce's family or Juli's family? Why?  
 

4. When Juli and her dad talk about Bryce, her dad tells her to "start looking at the whole 

landscape." What do you think he means? Does Juli see the whole landscape? 
 

5. Bryce keeps throwing out Juli's eggs because he doesn't want to tell her the Loskis don't 

want them. Do you think this was the right thing to do? What would you have done?  
 

6. Juli tries hard to save the old sycamore tree because she loves it so much. Is there 

anything you would fight to save like Juli does?  
 

7. Why has Juli not visited her Uncle David before?  
 

8. Juli's brothers Matt and Mike say that they don't like "the whole robotron attitude of 

education. Confine, confute, conform." What do they mean? Is your school like theirs? 
 

9. Did you like it better when Bryce or Juli told the story? How does hearing from both 

points of view make you understand what was happening?  
 

10. If the book continued, what do you think would happen to Bryce and Juli?  
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GENERAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

The following questions can be applied to any book.  You can tweak the questions for your specific book.  

They can be cut into strips and passed around in a basket to help facilitate discussion. 

My favorite part of the book was… 

A better title for this book would be…because… 

(Name of character) reminds me of myself because… 

My least favorite character was…because… 

If I were (name of character, ------------------) I would (wouldn‟t ) have… 

(Name of character) reminds me of someone I know because… 

I changed my mind about…because… 

I would (wouldn‟t) like to read another book by this author because… 

This book made me think…When I finished this book, I still wondered… 

This book reminded me of… 

I‟d like to tell the author… 

What happened in this book was very realistic (unrealistic) because… 

This book was better (worse) than the movie version because… 

When I started reading his book, I thought… 

I didn‟t like…because… 

This book made me realize… 

If I could talk to (name of character), I would say… 

One thing I have noticed about the author‟s style is… 

If I could be any character in the book I would be…because… 

I was surprised when… 

I think the main thing the writer was trying to say was… 

The most important thing about this book is… 



 
 

I predicted that… 

I think the writer must be …because… 

I would change the ending… 

 

 

 

 

 


